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TWO UPCOMING EVENTS
Visit South America Without Leaving South Burlington
The Granite Avatars of Patagonia
A Wilderness Photographer’s Perspective of Argentina’s Los Glaciares National Park
September 24th at 7PM
Eastern Mountain Sports
100 Dorset St., South Burlington
Captivated by the awe-inspiring landscapes of Los Glaciares National Park in southern Argentina,
wilderness photographer Tom Reed made three pilgrimages to the high peaks of this Patagonian region.
In this digital presentation, Tom will share tales of his backcountry adventures and his stunning collection
of black-and-white photographs featured in his new book, The Granite Avatars of Patagonia. As Tom
takes you on his multi-day excursions to photograph Cerro Torre and El Chaltén (Mount Fitz Roy), he’ll
discuss the nuts and bolts of exploring Los Glaciares, such as travel logistics, gear, and route planning.
Whether your Patagonia travel plans include day-hiking, multi-day trekking, climbing, serious glacier
travel, or armchair adventure, come experience the mystery and magic of these awesome granite spires.
Signed copies of his book, prints and posters will also be available for sale.

Short Clips of Great Trips
Friday, November 6
DoubleTree Hotel, South Burlington
Registration and refreshments at 6:00 pm.
Program at 6:30 pm
Last spring, the newly-formed Special Programs Committee organized a terrific event for nearly 100
members and non-members alike. The idea was simple: to network with fellow outdoor enthusiasts and
hear about recent adventures, near and far, from members who pulled together some terrific slide shows.
The event was such a success that the Committee is hosting another one. The program and speakers
are being secured at this time. Reserve your seat at gmcevents@hotmail.com. The event is open to the
public with a $5 suggested donation. As the date draws near, visit www.gmcburlington.org for further
details. Be sure to get there early for light snacks and beverages! (For more information about the spring
event, see page 4.)

Also inside this issue: The Wisdom of Roy Buchanan, page 2 … Introduction to
Two Shelter Adopters, pages 3 and 4 … More about Short Clips of Great Trips,
page 4 … Welcome to New Members, page 4 … Critter Column: The Fisher, page 4
… Outings for June through September, pages 5 - 7

The Wisdom of Roy Buchanan
In 1931, the Green Mountain Club formed the Long Trail Patrol and appointed Roy O. Buchanan as its
director. Roy and groups of students maintained hiking trails, built new shelters and made repairs to
existing ones. Roy’s enthusiasm for the outdoors and love of Vermont’s mountains have inspired
generations of hikers. In this article, Ridge Lines correspondent Daan Zwick shares seven things he
learned from Roy.
When I was a boy in Burlington during the 1930s and 1940s, I was fortunate to be in the company of Roy
Buchanan on many occasions. Some of these were Burlington Section hikes, but more frequent
opportunities came during my summers as caretaker of Taft Lodge (1939-41). During these years, the
Long Trail Patrol, led by Roy, worked on the trails and did cabin repairs. Being with Roy was always a
learning experience. He had a very gentle way of showing you just the right way to do a job. I would like
to pass on some of what I can remember about that education.

How to Make a Low-Tech Level Roy always wanted his constructions, a cabin floor, a bunk, or a
bench, to be level. He would place a plate containing a thin layer of water on the surface he was
constructing, and when the water was evenly distributed over the plate, his surface was level.

Backwoods Stove Repair There was a large cast iron stove in Taft Lodge. One of the stove lids over the
firebox had cracked into two pieces. Roy had me scrape the cracked edges clean while he took some
wood ash from the firebox and mixed it thoroughly with a handful of salt and some water into a thick
paste. He spread this paste on the cracked edges of the two pieces of stove lid, pressed them together,
put the lid in its place on the stove, and built a small fire in the stove. An hour later, we had a solidlyrepaired stove lid that lasted as long as the rest of the stove. (Out of curiosity, I recently ran a Google
search of “wood ashes and salt”. Three of the first ten search results described this exact technique for
repairing old stoves.)

Instant Nourishment on the Trail Roy had a simple trail drink, which I soon adopted. He would fill a
cup about half full of boiling water, stir in a bouillon cube, and fill the rest of the cup with canned
evaporated milk. It was delicious, refreshing, nutritious, and simple to prepare. If you made only a nail
hole in the can to pour the milk, you could seal it up again with a twig or match stick, and put the can in
the stream to keep it refrigerated for further use.

Free Frozen Treats Roy introduced me to a maple sap treat. In the early spring, I would look for small
icicles dangling from twigs on maple trees. Broken off, they could be sucked like a Popsicle. They were
very sweet because a lot of the water in the sap would freeze solid, leaving a higher sugar concentration
in the juice that dripped from the trees.

Privy Seats Another skill Roy taught me was to keep my eye out for small birch trees that were
deformed into growing with a sharp curve, rather than a straight trunk. Once that curve was cut out and
split in two, I would have a comfortable toilet seat to replace the one that the porcupines had chewed.

Comfy Bed Platforms Roy suggested that when new shelters were built, the bunks should be
constructed as soon as the snow was gone. He said that beds made in the spring were much more
comfortable.

How to Warm Up Quickly One spring the Burlington section had a hike from the Notch up to Taft
Lodge. We got caught in a hard shower before we arrived at that shelter. Once in the cabin, everybody
took off their wet outer clothes and hung them on lines strung all over the cabin, shivering while waiting
for the fire to get hot enough to warm the cabin. But not Roy. He kept his wool clothes on as he busied
himself in the cabin. He said his body heat would dry all of his underclothes – then, when the cabin was
warm and dry, he could take off his outer damp shirt and hang that up to dry if necessary.

Look for more Wisdom of Roy Buchanan in the next issue of Ridge Lines!

Every one of the Green Mountain Club’s shelters, lodges and tenting areas has an adopter. These
volunteers check on their sites, do basic maintenance, organize work crews as needed, and keep
the GMC’s field coordinator up-to-date about the condition of the shelters. In the June issue of
Ridge Lines, we featured the adopter of Duck Brook Shelter. In this issue, we feature two more
adopters, men who have spent literally thousands of hours volunteering for Green Mountain
Club.

Shelter Adopter Profile: Clem Holden and Herm Hoffman
By Valerie Wilkins
Buchanan Shelter rests on the southwest slope of Bolton Mountain on a short spur off the Long Trail. In
addition to the Long Trail, several backcountry ski trails maintained by Bolton Valley Resort pass close
by the shelter, making it an attractive destination in all seasons.
In 1995, the shelter was adopted by two members of the “Old Goats,” a group of retirees who took upon
themselves to keep the Bolton trails cleared and ready for skiers. Gardiner Lane was the first “Old Goat”
to take up the helm at Buchanan Shelter. He became shelter adopter when Roy Buchanan, for whom the
shelter is named, retired from trail and shelter work at age 78. Soon after, Gardiner recruited his friend
and fellow skier Clem Holden to help with the shelter work.
In 2001, at the age of 78, Clem talked with Gardiner about retiring, but Gardiner said NO WAY. The men
continued working as a team until Gardiner finally retired in November 2003, when he was 89 years old.
Clem recruited another “Old Goat” to join him as shelter adopter – Herm Hoffman. They’re still doing this
vital volunteer work, with Clem now “in his 87th year” (as he likes to say) and Herm in his 74th year.
Buchanan Shelter was built in 1984. The sturdy building has an open-front porch and enclosed
bunkroom with space for 16. It has welcomed many hikers, skiers, and snowshoers looking for a place to
rest or to spend the night. Over the past 14 years, Gardiner, Clem, and Herm have been wonderful
stewards. Clem and Herm proudly tell a story that illustrates the importance of shelter adopters. On their
regular visits to the shelter, they noticed that the shelter was becoming increasingly cluttered with things
like pots and pans, cooking utensils and books that people had left behind, thinking they might come in
handy to future visitors. However, all this stuff was starting to detract from the beauty of the shelter and
its surroundings. To remedy the problem, Clem and Herm made several trips to haul everything out of
the shelter. They believed that by keeping the shelter clean they would encourage other folks to leave
the shelter in the same shape they found it. Over the years, this has proven to be the case. Today, the
Buchanan Shelter continues to offer a pristine wilderness experience not far from the comforts of Bolton
Valley Resort.
Clem and Herm quickly become animated when they describe their many adventures with friends and
family on the familiar ski and hiking trails around the shelter. Their favorite way to visit the Buchanan
Shelter is on skis and snowshoes. In the early spring, they often make the trip a triathlon of sorts: they
walk along the Broadway Ski Trail until they find enough snow to ski, strap on their skis and ski as far as
then can on the Deer Run Trail, and finally switch to snowshoes for the final steep ascent to the shelter
on the Long Trail.
Clem is an experienced downhill and backcountry skier. When the Stowe Mountain Resort first opened in
the 1940s, Clem would hitchhike from Burlington to Stowe every weekend to enjoy the snow-covered
trails. Since then, Clem has skied in many different places throughout North America, including some
memorable hut-to-hut ski trips in British Columbia. Although his travels have taken him to many places,
Clem still takes great pleasure in the trails and his many friends at Bolton Valley. If you look closely as
you make your way through the final S-curve on the drive to the resort, you may see a sign that says
“Clem’s Tele Show-Off Hill” – erected in honor of his skill at carving beautiful telemark turns through the
snow.
- continued on page 4 -

Clem Holden and Herm Hoffman, Shelter Adopters – cont.
When they take off their skis in late spring, Clem heads for the lake to go swimming, canoeing, and
kayaking and Herm heads to the mountains to go hiking. In 1995, Herm became an Adirondack 46er,
having climbed to the summits of the 46 (actually 47) highest peaks in the Adirondacks. Over the years,
Herm has led many popular outings for the Burlington Section. He is also well known for his wonderful
pencil drawings, including drawings of Buchanan, Taylor, Butler, and Taft Lodges. In fact, Herm’s
drawing of Taft Lodge can be found on the cover of this newsletter!
When I contacted Clem to arrange an interview, he made sure I included Herm as well. They cited their
camaraderie – and the time spent with the “Old Goats” – as prime motivators for their continued trail and
shelter work. Those of us who enjoy hiking and skiing on the trails near Bolton Valley have many reasons
to thank Clem and Herm! By getting out in the woods to maintain the trails and shelters, and by
encouraging others to come along with them, they ensure that we all have some phenomenal hiking and
skiing opportunities close to home.
Join us for a work day at Buchanan Shelter! There will be a volunteer work day at Buchanan Shelter
on Saturday, October 3. See the outing schedule for more details.

Short Clips of Great Trips – submitted by Robynn Albert
Were you at the DoubleTree Hotel on April 30? If so, you know what the following is all about. If not, you
missed a super event of the GMC Burlington Section!
The newly-formed Special Programs Committee, comprised of Russ Kinaman, Carlene Squires, Phil
Hazen, Kelley Mackison and Ronnet Sasse, organized a terrific event for nearly 100 members and nonmembers alike. The program began with President Phil Hazen and his family trek to Mt. Philo. Then Paul
Houchens, long time member and co-outings chair, led us through his summer 2008 trip to Gannett
Peak, Wyoming with Phil and John, another hiking friend. After a break for more socializing, we returned
to the presentations. I spoke of recent winter adventures on both Mansfield and the Hump. We
completed the evening with John Mitchelides' June 2008 other-side-of-the-world trip to Kilimanjaro,
accompanied by Phil.
A huge thanks to the presenters for sharing their experiences with the attendees as well as to
several very generous area merchants for donating many door prizes that were given away throughout
the evening. Thanks, too, to Linda Evans and Llyn Ellison for helping with registration, Llyn Ellison for
coordinating the bulk mailing, Ted Albers and Valerie Wilkins for web and print publicity, respectively,
and finally Mari Zagarins for assisting with the information booth.
NEW MEMBERS
The following people have joined the Burlington
Section of the Green Mountain Club:
Lisa Backe, Mary Bernstein, James Box, Josh
Brown, Miranda Butson, John Collins, Jack and
Rosemarie Conn, Dave Dodge and Jennifer
Francoeur, Jim and Marlene Dudley, Lindsay
Foreman, Erica Green and Erik Laessig, John
and Kim Guidry, Marion Gurevich, Michael
Hampton and James Garris, Ben and Margarita
Hodgdon, Jeff Kauffman, Marc Landry, Kelly
Lavallee, Laura Macke, Thomas and Sarah
Malinowski, Brian McGarry, Sarah Page, Lindsay
J. Pokorak, Kevin and Michelle Reichhart,
Jeanette Ruffle, Matthew Storer, Peter and Jan
Van Raalte, Kathryn Vreeland, Ann Wright

Welcome!

CRITTER COLUMN
Brief Introductions to Animals Along the Trail
FISHER – Friend of the GMC!
The fisher (called a “fisher cat” by many older
Vermonters) is a member of the weasel family.
It’s usually solitary and rarely seen. Males are a
little over 3’ long and 15” tall; females are
smaller. Fishers have dark brown fur, often with a
“frosted” look because of white tips. They had
almost disappeared from Vermont but now their
population and range are increasing. The return
of fishers has led to a decline in porcupines,
which used to be a significant pest along the
Long Trail. Porkies ate privy seats, bed platforms,
ax handles, and anything else touched by people.
Fishers can flip porcupines and eat from the belly
in, leaving nothing but the skin and the quills.
Fishers also eat hares, grouse, raccoons,
rodents, carrion and sometimes fish.

Section Outings
Fall 2009
Unless otherwise specified, call the trip leader to sign up, find out what equipment you’ll need, and learn
about any changes. Check with trip leader before bringing your pet along. Guests are always welcome.
Trip leaders often arrange carpooling. If you ride along in someone else’s car, we recommend
reimbursing the driver at the rate of 10 cents a mile.
September Activities
(We’ve shortened the descriptions of September trips to make room for all the fall activities. There are
longer descriptions in the June issue of Ridge Lines.)
9/5 (Sat) Laraway Mountain Frank Post Trail then Foresters Trail, plus some side-to-side trails. Moderate to
difficult hike at a strong pace, 7.5 miles, 2000’ elevation gain. Group limit 10. Contact leader by 9/3. Richard
Larsen, 878-6828 or larsen007@aol.com
9/6 (Sun) Mount Hunger Moderate hike, moderate pace, 4 miles, 2330’ elevation gain. Group limit 10.
Contact leader by 9/4. Kathy Adams, 399-8687 or hikeradams@hotmail.com
9/11 (Fri) Work Hike to Duck Brook Shelter Short cut to the shelter carrying paint supplies, chainsaws and
other heavy equipment. Moderate with relaxing pace. Call Linda Evans, 899-3006.
9/12 (Sat) Burnt Rock Bushwhack Trapp Road in Huntington, LT near the end of Hedgehog Brook Trail,
summit of Burnt Rock Mountain. Moderate hike, moderate pace, 5 miles, 1700’ elevation gain. Group limit 8.
Contact leader by 9/10. Joe Frank, 862-1816 or jefrank2@gmail.com
9/13 (Sun) Montclair Glen and Allis Trail A nice hike along a brook with many rapids to Montclair Glen
Lodge. Moderate hike at a slow pace, 4.5 miles. Dot Myer, 863-2433 or dotmyer@myfairpoint.net
9/19 (Sat) Hedgehog Brook Fayston Trailhead, Hedgehog Brook Trail, Long Trail north to Burnt Rock.
Moderate hike, moderate pace, 5.2 miles, 1000' elevation gain. Contact leader by 9/17 for information about
time and place to meet. Russ Kinaman, 879-6666.
9/20 (Sun) Hurricane Mountain – ADK Good views of both the Green Mountains and the Adirondacks.
Moderate difficulty, moderate pace, 5.2 miles, approx. 2000’ elevation gain. Contact leader by 9/18. Sheri
Larsen, 878-6828 or Larsen007@aol.com
9/26 (Sat) Lincoln to Appalachian Gap (Dog Friendly) Lincoln Gap to Mt. Abe, then Mt. Ellen, Lincoln Peak
and Appalachian Gap. Difficult hike at a moderate pace, 11.6 miles, 1600’ elevation gain. Group limit 10
people, 4 dogs. Contact leader by 9/24. Kelley Mackison, 999-7839 or kelleymackison@gmail.com
9/27 (Sun) Rocky Peak Ridge via Blueberry Cobble Open ridge, extraordinary views. Difficult hike, strong
pace. Contact leader in advance. Peter Cottrell, 879-0755 or pcottrel@myfairpoint.net

October Activities
10/3 (Sat) Work Party at Buchanan Lodge Call leader for details about how you can help contribute
to the upkeep of this lodge. Linda Evans, 899-3006.
10/4 (Sun) Mt. Mansfield-Wampahoofus Ever wonder about the Wampahoofus? Come on this hike to
find out about this amazing critter. We will go up the Frost and Maple Ridge Trails, over the
Forehead, and down the Wampahoofus Trail to Butler Lodge for lunch. Goodies at the end! Moderate to
difficult hike, moderate pace, 4.8 miles, 2200' elevation gain. Contact leader by 10/2. Russ Kinaman,
879-6666.
10/10 (Sat) Camels Hump One of my favorite hikes! We’ll take a loop that has a variety of terrain and
spectacular views. Difficult, 7.5 miles, 2600’ elevation gain. Group limit 10. Contact leader by 10/8. Kathy
Adams, 399-8687_or hikeradams@hotmail.com
10/11 (Sun) Mt. Mansfield A great fall hike with wonderful views. The really long-range forecast calls for
a crisp crystal clear day with great colors and views as far as Mt. Washington. (But to hedge my bets, the
exact route will be determined as the time gets closer to the hike date.) Difficult hike, moderate pace, 11
miles, 2500’ elevation gain. Group limit 10. Contact leader in advance. Phil Hazen, 355-7181 or
philhazen@comcast.net

October – cont.
10/17 (Sat) Mt. Abraham We’ll go up the Battell Trail and then north on the Long Trail. Some fall colors
may be still there. We may go a little further north for more mileage, as trip leaders get paid by the mile!
(Oh, $0.00 per mile still equals zero.) Moderate hike, moderate pace, 5.8 miles, under 2400’ elevation
gain. Group limit 10. Contact leader in advance. Phil Hazen, 355-7181 or philhazen@comcast.net
10/18 (Sun) Deer Leap to Pico Peak (Dog Friendly) Three great lookout points, one great loop hike.
We’ll hike 1.5 miles from the Route 4 parking area in Killington to Deer Leap Lookout and then descend
.5 miles to Sherburne Pass before climbing steadily 3.1 miles to Pico Peak. We’ll close the loop with a
4.6 mile descent back to the parking area. This hike will offer many opportunities to view the fall foliage
and enjoy each other’s company. Difficult hike, moderate pace, 9.7 miles, approx. 3000’ elevation gain.
Group limit 10 people, 4 dogs. Contact leader by 10/16. Kelley Mackison, 999-7839 or
kelleymackison@gmail.com
10/23 (Fri) Stowe Pinnacle & Pub Lunch We'll take a leisurely hike uphill to Stowe Pinnacle with a stop
on top to snack and take in the expansive views. Then we’ll head down to Stowe to The Shed Brewery
for a little repast and conviviality. Bring your binoculars and enjoy this FRIDAY hike to start your
weekend. Pace will be moderate, round trip of about 2 hrs, not including time on top. Weather could be
balmy or chilly with maybe even a little snow on the ground!!!!! Please call leader by Thursday 10/22.
Pete Saile, 658-0912.
10/24 (Sat) Abbey Pond (Dog Friendly) Easy hike at a leisurely pace, a few sections of steady
climbing, 2.3 miles, 1260’ elevation gain. The trail follows a brook and ends at small wilderness pond and
wetlands with a view of Robert Frost Mountain. The hike up takes a little under 2 hours, with the return
hike about 1_ hours. The trailhead is south of Bristol, just northeast of Middlebury. (This is a long drive
for anyone in Burlington or points north.) Meet in Shelburne at the town offices/fire station/library on
Route 7 (Shelburne Road) at 9AM and carpool from there. We’ll be back in Shelburne at 2:30 or so.
Contact leader with any questions. Ted Albers, 985-9064 or ted@ted-albers.net
10/25 (Sun) Prospect Rock and Round Top Shelter If the water isn't too high, we'll cross the new
bridge; otherwise we'll start at Hogback Road. A short hike with a steep section leads us to Prospect
Rock where there is an excellent view of the Lamoille Valley. Then lunch at Round Top Shelter and
return by the same route. About 7 miles round trip, slow pace. Dot Myer, 863-2433 or
dotmyer@myfairpoint.net
10/31 (Sat) Nebraska Notch - Clara Bow We’ll hike up Nebraska Notch and check out the spooks in the
cave on the Clara Bow Trail. (It's Halloween, after all!) After lunch at Taylor Lodge, we’ll return to the
trailhead where treats will be provided. Costumes optional. Moderate hike, moderate pace, 4.4 miles,
800' elevation gain. Call leader by 10/29. Russ Kinaman, 879-6666.
November Activities
11/1 (Sun) Mt. Roosevelt We’ll hike three miles on the Clark Brook Trail to the Long Trail and then follow
the Long Trail north to Mt. Roosevelt. Good views to the South and East (Killington). 6.8 miles, 4_ hours
round trip. Contact leader in advance. Carlene Squires, 434-2533 or carlene@gmavt.net
11/6 (Fri) Short Clips of Great Trips Don’t miss this exciting and informative event. See page 1 for
details.
11/7 (Sat) Tillotson & Belvidere We’ll loop up the Frank Post Trail to Tillotson Camp and on to Tillotson
Peak, then go back south on the LT to Belvidere Mountain, returning on the Foresters Trail. Difficult hike,
strong pace, 8.5 miles, 2400’ elevation gain. Group limit 10. Contact leader by Thursday 11/5. David
Hathaway, 899-9982 or David.Hathaway.78@gmail.com
11/8 (Sun) Taylor Lodge This peaceful forested trail through Nebraska Notch passes a beaver pond on
the way to the lodge. There is an option for a short side trip through a rock cave. Moderate, 5 miles.
Group limit 10. Contact leader by 11/6. Kathy Adams, 399-8687 or hikeradams@hotmail.com
11/14 (Sat) The Forehead Butler Lodge Trail first, then the Wampahoofus to the Maple Ridge Trail and
on to the Forehead. Bring your flashy colors! Difficult hike, moderate pace, 10 miles, 2500’ elevation
gain. Group limit 10. Contact leader in advance. Phil Hazen, 355-7181 or philhazen@comcast.net

November – cont.
11/15 (Sun) Beaver Meadow Falls and Rainbow Falls-ADK Hike to two beautiful falls in the huntingfree Ausable Club area. We'll follow the West River Trail along the Ausable River, passing Beaver
Meadow Falls and ending at 150' high Rainbow Falls. Under the right conditions, you can see a rainbow
in the water. We'll come back either by the East River Trail or by the Lake Road (untravelled) depending
on time and wishes of the people attending the hike. An easy 9 miles. Dot Myer, 863-2433 or
dotmyer@myfairpoint.net
11/21 (Sat) Bean Trail to Molly Stark’s Balcony (Dog Friendly) Get out and bring your dog to enjoy a
snowshoe hike on the Beane Trail. We’ll stop at the Birch Glen Shelter for some hot chocolate and
snacks, and continue another 1.3 miles to Molly Stark’s Balcony for early winter views of Camels Hump
and the Worcester Range. Moderate hike, moderate pace, 5.6 miles, 1000’ elevation gain. Group limit 10
people, 4 dogs. Contact leader by 11/19. Kelley Mackison, 999-7839 or kelleymackison@gmail.com
11/22 (Sun) Stowe Pinnacle The pinnacle offers great views when the skies are clear! Come join us on
this lovely short trail. Moderate hike, 2.8 miles, 1520’ elevation gain. Some steep sections, but with a
series of switchbacks to help moderate the ascent before the plateau near the top. Group limit 8. Contact
leader by 11/20 to discuss winter conditions. Suzanne Daningburg, 514-935-4770 or
suzannedaningburg@yahoo.ca
11/28 (Sat) Mt. Abe via Battell Trail Work off the rest of the turkey with me on beautiful Mt. Abe. We’ll
take the Battell Trail to the shelter then proceed to the summit. Moderate hike with strong pace. 5.8
miles, 2500' elevation gain. Group limit 10. Contact leader by 11/27. Robynn Albert, 878-4036 or
robynnalbert@hotmail.com.
December Activities
12/5 (Sat) Camels Hump via Monroe Take a break from the rush of the holiday season by joining me on
Vermont's third highest peak. Moderate hike with strong pace. 7.4 miles, 2600' elevation gain. Group limit
10. Contact leader by 12/3. Robynn Albert, 878-4036 or robynnalbert@hotmail.com.
12/6 (Sun) Colchester Pond The loop around the pond offers varied terrain with some pretty views of
the water. Easy, 3.2 miles. Group limit 10. Contact leader by 12/4. Kathy Adams, 399-8687 or
hikeradams@hotmail.com
12/12 (Sat) Mt. Abraham Via Battell Trail Depending on the weather conditions, we’ll hike or snowshoe
to the top of Mt. Abraham via the Battell Trail. The views from the top in winter can be really lovely. If it’s
icy, crampons or microspikes and poles may be necessary. Difficult hike, moderate pace. approx. 6 miles
round trip, 2500 vertical feet. Contact leader by 12/11. Sheri Larsen, 878-6828 or larsen007@aol.com
12/13 (Sun) Lake Mansfield Trail to Taylor Lodge We’ll meander 2 miles up to Taylor Lodge via the
Lake Mansfield Trail. Enjoy great views, hot drinks, and conversation at the shelter before making our
way back. Moderate hike, moderate pace, 4 miles, approx. 1000’ elevation gain. Group limit 10 people, 4
dogs. Contact leader by 12/11. Kelley Mackison, 999-7839 or kelleymackison@gmail.com
12/19 (Sat) Mansfield Ridge From Underhill State Park, we'll head up Sunset Ridge to the Mansfield
Chin
(summit), then follow the ridge to the Forehead and return via Maple Ridge and the CCC road. Difficult
hike, strong pace, 9 miles, 2600’ elevation gain. Group limit 10. Contact leader by 12/17. David
Hathaway, 899-9982 or David.Hathaway.78@gmail.com
12/20 (Sun) Bolton Mountain to Lake Mansfield on the Long Trail Enjoy the remote feel of this stretch
of trail, without traveling too far from Burlington. This is an excellent area to spot moose. Be prepared
forwinter conditions. Snowshoes required. Moderate hike, moderate pace, 9 miles. Peter Cottrell, 8790755.
12/27 (Sun) Belvedere We will generally follow the Long Trail from Route 118 to the summit, with
occasional random excursions because of blow-down and snow-covered markers. Moderate to difficult, 6
miles, 2200’ elevation gain. Group limit 10. Contact leader by 12/26. Richard Larsen, 878-6828 or
larsen007@aol.com

Mark your calendars! The annual meeting of the Burlington Section will be held on
Saturday, January 23, 2010. Details in the next issue of Ridge Lines

