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A note from the editor: 
We’ve all been anxious for months. We’ve been confused. We’ve been frightened for our 
loved ones, our friends and our neighbors. We’ve been frightened for ourselves. 
After weeks and weeks, we began to get used to our changed reality – maybe not 
comfortable, definitely not happy, but increasingly used to it. We got used to a distance 
of at least six feet when we talk to our neighbors. We’re getting used to thinking of the 
members of our household as an “epidemiological unit”. We’re becoming familiar with 
thinking ahead weeks, even months, as we look at our pantries and freezers, and as we 
order groceries to be delivered to our homes. We’re used to having our gyms, community 
centers and churches closed. We’re now familiar with “sheltering in place”. We’re getting 
used to life that’s not in the public.  
Almost four hundred years ago, William Shakespeare wrote about the pleasures and the 
learning that can come when people find themselves in just this kind of situation. 

And this our life, exempt from public haunt, 
Finds tongues in trees, books in running brooks, 
Sermons in stones, and good in everything. 

Throughout this pandemic, nature has remained a source of comfort and delight. 
Crocuses and snow drops bloomed right on schedule. Migratory birds returned to 
Vermont, oblivious to the nervous fears of humans. There were pussy willows this 
spring, just like every spring. Tulips and iris and day lilies poked their shoots out of the 
cold wet earth. Daffodils bloomed. Trees awakened, budded, leafed out. 
Now more than ever, the natural world is important for us all. Get outside, everyone, even 
if it’s just into your own backyard. Look at a tree and hear the story of the new and 
swelling leaves. Read the book that’s being written in the little rivulets. Listen to the 
sermons told by rocks and pebbles. And listen to the birds! 
Stay safe, everyone. 
Maeve 
 

Just as we’re getting used to all the other pandemic-related changes in our lives, we’ll have to 
get used to new ways of getting out into nature. Green Mountain Club, Vermont’s own hiking 
and nature club, is an important part of this challenge.   
See the next page for further information and a message from the Section President. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE BURLINGTON SECTION PRESIDENT 
submitted by Jonathan Breen 
Hello Burlington Section members and friends. Much has changed in our world since the Spring 
edition of Ridge Lines, and yet many things continue just as they always have here in Vermont. The 
Club is continually reacting to the conditions brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
disruption it has caused to operations. Staff and volunteers have worked to keep each other safe 
and to protect the Long Trail system. However, seasonal transitions continue on as they always 
have. Mud season has been lingering on for some time now and it’s still nesting season for 
peregrine falcons. Likewise, the work of Burlington Section continues. 
One of our first orders of business after annual meeting was speaking with several members who 
volunteered to be Shelters Chair on our section’s executive committee. The chair is responsible for 
coordinating maintenance on the six lodges, shelters and tent site in our section. We are very 
fortunate to have Dana Baron return to this role. Read more about Dana later in this Ridge Lines 
edition. Speaking of shelters, this year is the 100th anniversary of Taft Lodge. More about the history 
of Taft Lodge a little later as well. 
Trail maintenance is another core function of the club and the need for it has not decreased. The 
Governor’s Stay Home Stay Safe order made it clear that trail maintenance was not an essential 
activity and would be postponed. Even before the order, it became clear that the usual May work 
sessions with many volunteers would need modification to keep the trails and volunteers safe. Our 
trails co-chairs John Sharp and Paul Beliveau with the help of many others have established a 
schedule focusing on two person crews and greater coordination with the main club’s trail adopter 
volunteers to get the job done. Pandemics aside, it has also been a snowy (Mother’s Day weekend 
snowstorm anyone?) and wet spring, so some maintenance is better done later. 
Outings of course are another core part of the club that brings us together. While we have been 
unable to offer in-person outings, we have been exploring other ways to stay connected. Our 
dedicated website chair David Hathaway and marketing and communications chair Annette 
Seidenglanz are keeping our social media current and looking for new offerings. A new virtual series 
Annette developed has been a wildflower tour. Each day has brought a new Facebook post 
featuring her photography and information on the wildflower of the day. 
Navigating the ever-changing landscape of the COVID-19 pandemic was not what I imagined as the 
President of the Burlington Section. It has however highlighted the dedication of club members and 
specifically the dedication of your executive committee volunteers. With their efforts leading us, the 
work of the Burlington Section continues. 
 
 
 
Executive Committee  
 
Jonathan Breen, President David Hathaway, Outings and Web Site 
Nancy McClellan, Vice President John Sharp and Paul Beliveau, Trails 
Mary Keenan, Secretary Michelle Connor, Director 
Kayla Weeks, Treasurer Maeve Kim, Ridge Lines 
Brian and Janette Williams, Annual Meeting Dot Myer, Membership and Section Historian 
Annette Seidenglanz, Marketing and Communications, and Education 

These positions are currently vacant: Shelters, Special Programs and Taylor Series. 
 
 
 



 
  INTRODUCTION AND RE-INTRODUCTION 
  submitted by Nancy McClellan 
The Burlington Section Executive Committee is pleased to introduce Dana Baron as our returning 
Shelters Chair. Dana was previously a shelters coordinator and section president in the 1990s. A 
long-time member of the Burlington Section and the GMC Archives Committee, Dana was project 
leader for the rebuild of Taft Lodge in 1996 and organized the airlift of materials for the 
reconstruction of Butler Lodge in 1999. Dana and his wife Karen have 2 adult daughters and 2 
grandchildren.  
After Dana got hooked when section hiking the Long Trail with a friend, he sought ways to get 
involved with the GMC and to get back outdoors. In his various roles, he was able to do something 
for others while simultaneously nourishing himself. Now that Dana is retired from IT in Burlington, 
he is looking for ways to get involved again.  
When Dana completed his LT end-to-end hike in 2004, he remembers jumping upon the border 
monument with tears in his eyes and the boundless joy he felt at the time. “If I can, in some small 
way, make that experience available to others..that’s why I like working with the GMC.” 
And…the section looks forward to working with Dana and his wealth of knowledge and skill. 
Welcome Dana and Karen! 
 
 

 
       Dana on the Appalachian Trail 



 
	
A BRIEF HISTORY OF TAFT LODGE – 100 YEARS OLD THIS YEAR!! 
 
 
Excerpt from Highlights and History of the Long 
Trail: Jonesville to Smugglers Notch, by Valerie 
Wilkins, which appeared in the summer 2010 
Ridge Lines  
 
 
Taft Lodge was first built in 1920 to meet the 
needs of people who came to Vermont’s 
mountains to escape worries about World War I. 
Elihu Taft, a Burlington lawyer and judge, provided 
the funding. The first Taft Lodge had lots of 
amenities including a good wood stove, warm 
army blankets, tents for use by overflow crowds, 
and even some dishes and cookware. More than 
1500 hikers visited the Lodge between 1920 and 
1926. 
During the thirties and forties, heavy snows and 
rotting logs resulted in significant damage to Taft 
Lodge. Volunteers replaced rotting timbers, pulled 
the Lodge back to an upright position, and 
anchored it to the mountain with strong cables. 
Taft Lodge needed further extensive repairs in the 
early sixties. Members of the Long Trail Patrol 
stayed at the Lodge for three weeks and replaced 
some of the bottom logs, repaired the leaky roof, 
rebuilt bunks, and made a new outhouse.  
 

 

Taft Lodge was completely rebuilt in 1996. A 
landing area was cleared so Vermont National 
Guard helicopters could deliver some of the 
materials to the site. Volunteers Fred Gilbert and 
John Bennett took up residence on site, living in 
tents all summer long, working sixteen-hour days 
themselves as well as organizing crews of other 
volunteers. Fred and John finally packed up tents 
and tools and hiked down off the mountain in 
September 1996. With more headroom than 
most Long Trail Shelters, the lodge has sleeping 
space for twenty-four, a built-in closet for the 
caretaker’s belongings, and a sturdy metal roof. 
The drawing used in the masthead of Ridge 
Lines is a sketch of the old Taft Lodge done by 
Herm Hoffman. 
 

 
 
 

Here’s a verse from the Burlington Section’s poet-in-residence, Mary Lou Recor. 
 

March 22 – The Moosilauke Hike That Wasn't 
 

'Twas in the spring of twenty-twent-ee 
All hikes were cancelled by the GMC 

'Cause of the virus 
That spread among us 

So no Moosilauke nor Moosilauk-ee. 
  



 
Sticking close to home this summer? Here are some nearby walks and hikes. 
IN BURLINGTON  
Red Rocks Park – There are many trails through the woods, some overlooking Lake Champlain.  
Centennial Woods – adjacent to UVM campus - 65 acres of mature conifer stands, mixed hardwoods, 
fields, streams, and wetlands – This diverse habitat has been extensively studied by students in 
Environmental Studies, Botany, Zoology, Forestry, Recreation Management, and Education.  
The Intervale is a unique area of farms on river-bottom land. Walk the Rita Calkins Trail, which starts 
near Gardeners’ Supply. 
Ethan Allen Homestead – Mostly flat trails take you through fields and marshland and next to the Winooski 
River.  
IN CHARLOTTE  
The Charlotte Park and Wildlife Refuge is a little-used gem with diverse habitats. Walk on well- marked 
trails through old orchards and farmland, through forests, and out into wide fields with views of Lake 
Champlain and the Adirondacks. Eastern Towhees and Brown Thrashers have nested here for many 
years. The Park entrance is off Greenbush Road, north of Charlotte Village and just south of the narrow 
railroad underpass. (Note: There has been some trouble with vandalism in the parking area, so don’t 
leave valuable items in your car.)  
Williams Woods - One-mile trail in 63 acres of mature valley clayplain forest preserved by The Nature 
Conservancy. A small pull-off is on Greenbush Road in Charlotte.  
IN COLCHESTER  
Delta Park – An easy trail goes through woods to the lake and is good for young children. (Note: Each 
spring, a lot of the access trail to Delta Park is under water, so it’s best to save this walk for later in the 
summer, after lake levels recede.)  
Airport Park and Colchester Bog - Walk on flat trails and boardwalks, with nearby playgrounds and 
restrooms. From Porter’s Point Road in Colchester, turn onto Airport Road and look on the right for the 
Park. The Colchester Bog Trail continues onto the Causeway, an old railroad bed extending across Lake 
Champlain almost all the way to South Hero. (If the Bike Ferry opens this summer, you can extend your 
trip into South Hero.) 
Macrae Farm Park – one of many scenic parks maintained by the Winooski Valley Park District - Go to 
www.wvpd.org for directions and trail maps. 
IN ESSEX 
Saxon Hill Recreation Area has a few wide woods roads as well as many miles of mountain bike trails. 
Go to the Fellowship of the Wheel website for maps and info. 
IN ESSEX JUNCTION  
Woodside Natural Area – The beautiful 1-mile loop walk in Woodside has yielded more bird species 
than almost any other part of Vermont.  
IN HINESBURG  
Hinesburg Area Recreation Trails (HART) - The town of Hinesburg has been doing a remarkable job 
preserving beautiful land and developing well-marked trails. Go to www.hinesburg.org/hart.html for 
directions and maps.  
IN JERICHO 
Mills Riverside Park – Walk on extensive trails through fields and forests. The Park entrance is on 
Route 15 just outside Underhill Flats.  
Mobbs Farm – Beautiful open land on one side of the road, dense forest on the other, with several miles 
of walking and mountain bike trails. Check the map at the kiosk on Fitzsimonds Road to find out what 
trails are open for biking.  
 
 
 



IN RICHMOND  
Warren and Ruth Beeken Rivershore Trail – a lovely walk through woods and along the Winooski – 
Look for the nest holes of Bank Swallows in the steep banks across the river. From the center of 
Richmond, go down Bridge Street. Just past the Round Church, turn left on Cochran Rd. There are three 
ways to access the trail. The most popular is about midway along the trail at the canoe access about 1.5 
miles from the Round Church.  
IN SHELBURNE  
Shelburne Bay Park, the Ti-Haul Trail, and the LaPlatte River Marsh Nature Area – All of these areas 
are reached from Bay Road, which connects with Shelburne Road. For LaPlatte and Ti-Haul, park in the 
large fishing access lot and walk across the road. The parking lots for Shelburne Bay Park are a little 
farther down Bay Road.  
Shelburne Pond – The H. Laurence Achilles Natural Area, adjacent to the pond, comprises 122 acres 
protected by The Nature Conservancy. There are wooded trails starting at the good-sized fishing access 
parking lot.  
IN UNDERHILL 
Underhill State Park – At printing time, there was no word about whether state parks would be opening 
this summer. If they do, Underhill S. P. is a great place to hike, with short hikes (like the one to Cantilever 
Rock) and long hikes (to The Chin). 
Crane Brook Conservation Area has trails heading uphill from the Underhill Central School parking lot 
and uphill from the town garages on New Road. 
IN WILLISTON  
Mud Pond Conservation Area and Mud Pond Country Park – Take Oak Hill Road south out of 
Williston. Just after passing over I-89, take a left onto South Road. After about two miles, turn right onto 
Mud Pond Road. Parking is immediately on your right. For the Conservation Area, go up the hill for a 0.7-
mile walk through woods to a lookout stand by a deep pond. For the Country Park, walk back across 
South Road and duck into the woods where you see a path and an informational kiosk. These are 
beautiful woods with many mountain bike trails.  
Sucker Brook Hollow Country Park – 2.3 mile round-trip multiuse trail that includes an impressive 57-ft 
long wooden footbridge. Connects to Five Tree Hill.  
Five Tree Hill Country Park – 1.3-mile trail in tons of open space with great views  
Oak Hill View Country Park – Hiking or walking trail loops across the Isham Family Farm, with scenic 
features including a small pond, sugar bush, and great views of Mount Mansfield and Camels Hump.  
IN WINOOSKI – Winooski Nature Trail - a little over a mile along the river to the falls  
GMC’s Day Hiker’s Guide is invaluable. Another good resource is Nature Walks in Northern Vermont and 
the Champlain Valley, by Elizabeth Bassett, which has maps, directions and descriptions of many local 
destinations.  

 

 
 
In addition to the above trails, there are many 
wonderful dirt roads right here in Chittenden 
County. Read about some of the whimsy, 
community spirit, and natural beauty found on 
Jericho’s dirt roads at: 
https://jerichovermont.blogspot.com/2020/04/roads-
of-community-living-series-5.html 
 



 

The Burlington Section of the Green Mountain Club will not be conducting any in-person 
outings until there’s guidance from the State and the main club that it’s safe to do so. 
When we’re able to run in-person club outings again, they’ll be published on the website 
calendar. Until then, we recommend that people follow the guidance found on the State 
site when engaging in outdoor activities. 

• Stay home except for essential needs. Travel to and from work if you’re not one of the many 
Vermonters who are working from home. Travel to get groceries (or look into having them 
delivered to your home). Travel short distances to go somewhere for outdoors exercise.  

• The Long Trail and side trails remain closed on state lands at this time. Due to mud season and 
the public health risk from COVID-19, the Green Mountain Club has asked hikers to please avoid 
using the Long Trail, Appalachian Trail, side trails, and associated facilities on all lands until the 
Governor lifts the Stay at Home order and mud season is over. We encourage everyone to get 
out and exercise and recreate locally, close to home. 

• Whenever you leave home, keep six feet between yourself and others. 
• Wear a cloth mask whenever you need to leave home. The covering should go over your mouth 

and nose. COVID-19 can be transmitted by people who don’t show any symptoms, so keeping 
your face covered helps you protect others. 

 
One more what-to-do-during-the-pandemic suggestion: Bird lovers all over the state have 
been discovering the delights of birding their own towns and their own backyards. You 
can read quotes and see photos at 
https://vtbirdsandwords.blogspot.com/2020/03/birding-from-six-feet.html 
 

 

When you bird your backyard or walk your 
own neighborhood, you’ll enjoy familiar 
birds like chickadees, blue jays, 
woodpeckers, cardinals, nuthatches and 
goldfinches. 
 
But you might also see some unexpected 
sights! Along with other surprises, 
Cooper’s Hawk and a Green Heron were 
seen in Burlington neighborhoods last 
summer. 
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