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FROM THE BURLINGTON SECTION’S ANNUAL MEETING  
Our Annual Meeting this year was an on-line ZOOM event, held Saturday evening, January 30.  
There was a brief business meeting in which the Section’s President and the chairs of various 
committees reported on activities during this most unusual year. Members of the audience had a 
chance to ask questions and make comments about this very unusual year in Green Mountain 
Club history. 
Then participants heard a presentation by Jack Mayer, doctor, poet, and member of the GMC 
Breadloaf Section. Poems from the Wilderness included some of Jack’s wilderness–inspired 
poetry, written along the trail, expressing love of the backcountry and trail-walking. The poems 
emphasized “wilderness effect,” that unique sensation of aliveness and deep connection that 
comes to so many people who enjoy Vermont’s hiking and walking trails. 
This extra-long issue of Ridge Lines features reports from the meeting: 
President’s Report – page 2 
Vice – President’s Report – pages 2 and 3 
Treasurer’s Report – page 3 
Outings; Website; and Trails Reports – page 4 
Shelters; Education, Special Projects, and Taylor Series; Membership Reports – page 5 
Marketing and Communications; Director’s Reports – page 6  
History and Archives Report – pages 6 and 7 
Executive Committee – and an Opening for some energetic volunteer! – page 8 
               
Also in this issue: 
Welcome to Clare Innes, new chair of Communications and Marketing – page 7 
The Contemporary Cairn: A Cartoon by Rachel Lindsay – page 8 
Tribute to Herman Hoffman – pages 9 and 10 
Hiking in Vermont’s Fifth Season – page 11 
 

Note about outings: The COVID-19 pandemic is still a fluid and unpredictable situation. We 
will post outings on our website as they are scheduled. Go to www.gmcburlington.org for 
up-to-date information. 
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President’s Report 
Submitted by Jonathan Breen 
The past year has presented many challenges to the usual activities of the Burlington Section. The 
pandemic has and continues to cause significant disruptions to our usual set of in- person activities. 
However, efforts to adapt have created new opportunities. The pandemic has also spotlighted the 
importance of the Long Trail system and other Vermont outdoor resources, something our club members 
know already, and our dedication to maintaining the accessibility of the Long Trail system did not wane.  
Many of our activities are meant to develop personal connections between members and establish 
connections with people outside our club. The usual way of advertising group hikes, meeting in large 
numbers for trail maintenance outings and conducting executive meetings in- person were not available 
to us for much of the year. Like so many others we have adapted to holding meetings by video 
conferencing. While I look forward to being able to meet again in- person, this disruption has changed 
our way of thinking and brought about new opportunities. One of these is the newly established monthly 
meeting of Section Presidents. Established by Tom Candon, President of the GMC, we now enjoy the 
opportunity to come together without the need to travel to discuss current issues and share ideas.  
During 2020 we saw a surge in the use of the Long Trail system. Our club already knows the importance 
of having outdoor spaces accessible; after all, “The mission of the Green Mountain Club is to make the 
Vermont mountains play a larger part in the life of the people by protecting and maintaining the Long 
Trail System and fostering, through education, the stewardship of Vermont’s hiking trails and mountains.” 
The pandemic just put a spotlight on the topic and encouraged many more people to take a hike. Even 
with restrictions on our ability to do trail and shelter maintenance, we still got out to clear blowdowns and 
identify important issues. Maintaining our trails under the weight of increased use is now our challenge.  
Speaking of taking a hike, being a relative newcomer to the Burlington Section I realized I need to 
strengthen my own connection to the Long Trail and side trails we maintain. Over the past year I have 
made a point to hike more of the trails our section maintains and to visit more of the shelters. Day trips 
brought me to Taft Lodge (several times) and Puffer Shelter for the first time. I also finished hiking all of 
the Long Trail within our section, covering sections from Bolton Mt. to Taylor Lodge and from Smuggler’s 
Notch to the Chin. A couple of blue blaze trails included Profanity and Wampahoofus.  
The challenges of the past year spotlighted the dedication of our volunteers and members. I would like to 
thank Annette Seidenglanz, former Marketing & Communications and Education chair, and Kayla Weeks, 
former Treasurer, for their service to our section. Dana Baron spearheaded our efforts to celebrate the 
Taft Lodge 100th year anniversary, with many others pitching in to make it a memorable event. Steve 
Titcomb, Toben Glavin and Clare Innes stepped forward to fill Officer and Committee Chair positions. 
These are just a sampling of the many volunteer efforts over the past year. I also want to mention the 
impact of our members on the financial health of our section and club overall. We are fortunate that 
increased trail use has also come with some increase in members and member dues. In my role on the 
Budget and Finance Committee of the main club, I have also seen the generosity of our members 
stepping up to make sure our club has the financial resources it needs to thrive even during these 
financially uncertain times.  
Last year as I began my first term as President, I certainly did not predict the challenges that we came to 
experience. However, I did come into this role knowing we had an engaged and dedicated Executive 
Committee and a membership with strong connections to the Long Trail. Our section’s accomplishments 
over the past year have only served to strengthen this and I know we are ready for the challenges ahead.  
 
2020 Report of Vice President, Burlington Section, GMC 
Submitted by Nancy McClellan 
Much of my activity this past year involved filling open positions on the Executive Committee. The year 
began with a new President, Jonathan Breen. We thank Ted Albers for his years of dedication and 
service to the club. Talented and enthusiastic members stepped forward to fill the positions of Treasurer 
and chairs of Communications and Marketing, Education and Taylor Series. We welcome them and 
thank them.                        – continued on next page -  

 



 

Vice-President’s Report – cont. 
I was on planning committees for the Taft 100th Anniversary celebration and our Section’s annual 
meeting. 
I wrote several articles for Ridge Lines and one article for the Long Trail News. 
I continue to volunteer at Barnes Camp, which did operate this summer and autumn to provide hiker 
information safely.  
I am a director on the board of the GMC; chair the Long Trail Legacy Capital Campaign, which has been 
ongoing through these difficult times; and am on the DEI committee (Diversity, Equity, Inclusion). 
Last year, I made the traditional oyster stew at Bolton Camp for the President’s hike but, unfortunately, 
you will have to wait until 2022 for another taste! I look forward to it! 
 
2020 Treasurer’s Report 
Submitted by Steve Titcomb 
The principal source of income for the Section is membership fees. This amounted to $10,217, which is 
about $2000 more than for each of the previous two years. The 2020 budget reflected those results, so 
this was a significant increase. The only other two sources of income were the annual meeting and the 
Taylor Series. The annual meeting income of $686.90 was almost twice the expected amount. The 
Taylor Series event brought in $215, which was somewhat less than expected. Our total income was 
$11,118.90, which was $2468.90 more than expected. 
Our Operating Expenses of $7,518.29 were only $86.71 less than our budgeted amount, but some of the 
individual budgeted items were substantially different than planned. By far the largest expense was 
printing and postage for Ridge Lines. Note that in previous years the printing and mailing costs were 
combined in a single line item. However, I thought it would be more informative if I separated these.The 
total cost of printing is indicated as $4,769.41, but this includes a late payment of $349.80 for the 
December 2019 mailing that should have been accounted for last year. The total postage expense for 
the year is indicated as $845.18, but this includes the mailing permit fee ($240). The budgeted amount 
for the mailings line item was $225.00, which was apparently the previous fee amount. Thus, not 
including the late payment for 2019 and the permit fee, the total Ridge Lines expenses amounted to 
about $5000.00. This compares with the budgeted amount of $3500. Ridgelines accounted for almost 
two-thirds of our total expenses for the year. I would also like to point out that the total includes over 
$250 of state sales tax for printing. Apparently, we had not given the printer a tax exempt certificate last 
year. I have submitted one for this year, so this will save us some expense. More generally, we should 
provide a copy of our tax exempt certificate to the vendor for any significant purchase in the current year. 
I can provide a PDF or printed version of this form, and it must be provided to the vendor at the time of 
purchase. 
A large relative disparity between the budget and actual expenditures was in the Trail Maintenance 
category. $1000.00 was budgeted, but we only spent $31.08. Looking back at previous years reports, it 
appears that chainsaw purchase, maintenance, and ancillary materials and equipment were a 
significantexpense. We did not have these in 2020. 
Another category in which there was a budgeted amount ($500) was Education, but there were no 
expenses related to this category in 2020. 
We had one special project last year that involved an expense, and this was the Taft Lodge Anniversary 
event. Total expense was $328.39. We had budgeted $500 under the special projects category 
ostensibly for the t-shirt project. However, there were no expenses last year for that project. 
Our income minus expenses this year amounts to $3,600.61. In addition, we earned $22.74 on the two 
CDs we have from bequests. Our total balance, not including monies that reside with the main club, is 
$36,439.42. Some numbers for the proposed 2021 budget are included in the accounting report, but are 
subject to change pending approval at the annual meeting. 
 
 



2020 Outings Report  
Submitted by David Hathaway 
We had 16 trips scheduled before closing down group hikes due to COVID-19 on March 13, and another 
28 that were scheduled but canceled for the rest of the first and second quarter. When things opened up 
again in the summer and the GMC Section Outings Working Group COVID era outings guidelines were 
put out at the end of June, we started scheduling a few trips. However, we opted not to announce them 
far in advance or publish in Ridge Lines due to the uncertain future trajectory of the pandemic. This 
proved wise, since trips were shut down again on November 13.  
During the relatively open summer and fall, we had 15 section outings. A particular shout out to Dale 
Schmit, who started as a trip leader this summer, and led 7 trips during the 4-month window in which 
they were allowed!  
Starting January 6 of this year, we are once again allowed to lead group hikes but with more severe 
restrictions, including no carpooling outside a single household and mask wearing at all times. We have 
not yet begun to schedule group trips, but will post them on the website and send out an email to Section 
members when we do. We remain hopeful that we can get back to scheduling and conducting hikes in a 
somewhat more normal manner later in 2021. 
 
2020 Website Report 
Submitted by David Hathaway 
The website had 10213 visits in 2020, compared to 10041 visits in 2019 and 9182 in 2018.The home 
page had 4092 views in 2020 followed by a 2009 post from Robynn Albert on dealing with spruce traps 
that had 537 views (the second most popular page on our website for at least the past 4 years!).  
Past year trip reports, outing descriptions, and hike ideas had 1407 views, showing how much these 
were used by people making plans for their own outings. Current year trip reports had 1103 views and 
current year outing pages had 849 views. Because we couldn’t have outings (and hence trip reports) in 
the spring, Annette Seidenglanz filled in giving us a wonderful virtual wildflower tour posts almost every 
day from March 28 to June 23, for a total of about 85 posts! These got 323 views and are still available 
on the website (enter “virtual wildflower 2020” in the search bar at the right side of the page), so check 
them out!  
Anyone with suggestions for additions or changes to our website, or who notices errors on it can report 
them to gmc@gmcburlington.org. Our mailchimp mailing list has 1683 members and friends, up 87 from 
last year, to whom we sent out 15 emails in 2020. Our meetup group currently has 1561 members (an 
increase of 185 from last year) and 26 event organizers (people able to post trips. 
 
2020 Trails Report 
Submitted by John Sharp 
As with everything this past year, the 2020 spring walk-through and trail work were very different due to 
COVID. Groups were limited to 2-4 people, and the use of chainsaws was prohibited until July. Both of 
these restrictions limited what trail work we could get done early. A walk-through was completed by the 
end of July. While the trail was cleared of blowdowns, little or no clipping was done and water bars were 
hardly touched.  
2020 trail clearing was done by Paul Beliveau and family members, David Hathaway (with his new 
electric chainsaw), Ted Albers, Jonathan Breen, and myself. In addition, Paul, David and I have gone out 
several time to remove new blowdowns. 
Since the trails were well-maintained the previous year, hikers didn’t seem to be hampered by the fact 
that we were able to do less than usual. However, clipping and water bar maintenance will be needed in 
spring 2021. A work party of eight people is needed to clip and clear blow downs. We hope that enough 
people will have been vaccinated by May so the Section can schedule work hikes, and we hope that 
chainsaws are allowed.  
 
 



2020 Shelters Report 
Submitted by Dana Baron 
As this strange year comes to a close, there isn’t much to report for shelters, but here is what I have. 

1. Shelter adopters: Early in my tenure as shelters coordinator, I contacted Lorne Currier of the main 
club to get a list of shelter adopters in our section. I had some concerns about some adopters’ 
availability, and I communicated those to Lorne. We agreed on a protocol of communication 
between the section and adopters but it never really came into play as there was little or no 
adopter activity to coordinate given the pandemic. 

2. Taft Lodge: as this venerable structure was approaching its 100th anniversary, we pulled together 
a celebration to honor this fact. The celebration took place on September 19 in the lower parking 
lot at Stowe Mountain resort. Leading up to the event, some minor repairs were done at the 
lodge, including replacing several broken windows. As part of the celebration, a plaque was 
placed in the Lodge. After the event, one of the footings for the front porch was reconnected to 
the bedrock. Much of this work was accomplished by Michael Dillon and Keegan Tierney. For 
next year, the decking on the front porch should be replaced. 

3. Twin Brooks: the privy roof was badly rotted and in dire need of replacement. Michael Dillon 
stepped up again and took care of this problem near the end of the field season. 

4. Puffer Shelter: I’ve received reports that this shelter is in need of a fair amount of work. I’ll plan on 
an early outing in 2021 (depending, of course, on COVID restrictions) to assess the needs and 
make plans to get it done. 

That’s all I know of right now. Here’s hoping 2021 is not as crazy as 2020 and we can get out in the field 
more. 
 
Education, Special Projects & Taylor Series Report 
Submitted by Toben Galvin 
I’m new to this role as of this year, and have joined just a few chapter meetings and feel like I’m just 
starting to get oriented.    
My goal for 2021 is to help facilitate four events over the course of the year, addressing both local, 
regional, and international topics that are of interest to Club members, but do not overlap or are 
duplicative to other GMC talks. The first event for 2021 is a Taylor Series lecture on Jan 28, 2021 on 
Sailing & Hiking in Patagonia (clearly- this is checking the international box). I welcome suggestions from 
anyone who would like to present on a topic via Zoom or lead an education or special project talk (also 
on Zoom), on topics that are local or regional. Please email me.   
Another goal of mine for this year is to increase the awareness of events and activities (mostly zoom 
talks currently) via creation of an announcements section in Ridge Lines. This could include both GMC 
sponsored events and/or events by other similar organizations that will be of interest to members. Again, 
please email me if you have a suggested event /talk you think will be of interest to GMC chapter 
members you would like included in a future Ridge Lines publication. Please provide at least two months 
advance notice.  
Wishing everyone good health and rejuvenation in 2021!  
 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Submitted by Dot Myer 
Memberships        744 
Memberships with 2 members     347 
Total number of members   1,091  
Total membership in 2019   1,048 
This is 43 more members than last year. However, this is not the total number of new members because 
there were members who were dropped during the year. 
 



2020 Report about Marketing and Communications 
Submitted by Clare Innes  
I began my marketing and communications work in late 2020 with a resounding … silence. Not my idea 
of a successful start, we have been having trouble with posting to Facebook, which has put a bit of a 
crimp in the works. Thankfully, the GMC Communications Manager, Chloe Miller, has stepped in to joust 
with Facebook in hopes of winning us back our access. Stay tuned! 
My goal for 2021 is to support the conversation about hiking on and caring for the Long Trail and 
connector trails and help raise the profile of events of interest to GMC/Burlington members. Taking a 
page from Annette Seidenglanz’s inspiring playbook, where her Facebook posts about floral trailside 
inhabitants have been educational and entertaining, I plan to sprinkle in hiking tips, events, identification 
of plants, constellations, critters, geology - whatever you might see, hear, feel, and - yep, even smell - on 
the trail. There is a wealth of topics to draw from: Covid safety on the trail, wildlife encounters, gear, trail 
care, what swells your heart about hiking … so much to inspire conversations, celebrate the love of the 
trail and the land it crosses, and increase participation in Club activities. I welcome suggestions and 
feedback from all members. 
I look forward to networking with GMC/Burlington committee members, Club staff, and members (and 
nonmembers!) to support the efforts, events, and upkeep of the trail that links us all.  
 
2020 Director's Report 
Submitted by Michelle Connor 
The GMC main club is doing well and remains focused on maintaining the trail and supporting hikers in 
Vermont. We have seen trail use increase as more people get outdoors during the pandemic. 
Membership and donations have remained steady, and the club received funding from the Paycheck 
Protection Program. We did run a reduced field season this year and the Visitor Center has been closed 
since March. However, a highlight for 2020 was closing on two land protection projects -- both Codding 
Hollow and Judevine -- which ensured that more sections of the trail will remain accessible to future 
hikers.  
Staff are preparing various scenarios as they work with the Board on a budget for the next fiscal year, 
depending on how the pandemic plays out. We expect some continued disruptions to operations over the 
winter and spring, but are hoping to roll out a full field season crew this coming summer. GMC is 
planning for a full caretaker program, two Long Trail Patrols and a construction crew. 
We are excited to partner with Lenny's Shoe & Apparel on a promotion where they donate $5 to the 
GMC for every pair of Darn Tough socks sold. The club also recently finished loading all of our trails into 
Trail Finder (an app that helps users find new trails); GMC is listed as the trail manager for each, with 
information on how to contact and donate to the club.  
Happy trails! 
 
2020 History and Archives Report 
Submitted by Ted Albers 
As GMC history tells us, “in 1917 the Green Mountain Club was incorporated as a non-profit in Rutland. 
Rutland remained the base of operation until 1977 when the headquarters moved to Montpelier, and 
then moved again in 1992 to Waterbury Center where it is today.” (Reidun Nuquist)  
The GMC was an all-volunteer organization until about the time the club moved to Montpelier and Larry 
Van Meter became executive director. Even as the club hired professional staff, volunteers carried out 
the day-to-day management of its sections. To this day, records of the operations of the sections are 
generally kept by its members. Section archives like ours are often handed down from one generation to 
the next, and may sit for a decade, or even two or three, in a barn, attic or basement before being dusted 
off and handed to a successor.  
By such happenstance I received some Burlington Section archives during my tenure as president. 
These included several crates of records (and a couple of scythes) from former section president and 
historian, Dot Myer. I also received records that were once in the possession of Marion Holmes, Roderick 
Rice and others.                    – continued next page -  



History and Archives Report – cont. 
Since I managed to keep these records dry when my cellar flooded (not once, but twice), Jonathan and 
Nancy decided that that qualified me to be section co-historian with Dot. In 2019 and 2020 Dot passed 
on to me Burlington Section records dating to the founding of the GMC. This included an original 1917 
LT Long Trail Guide (the first edition) and the first GMC financial report. Records also included a dozen 
or so LT guides from the World War II years, glass slides, and the original receipt signed by Theron S. 
Dean, GMC Treasurer, for $1 in dues paid by Mrs. Laura E. Cowles when she became a member on 
May 24th 1916, among other gems. In 2020 Mike Debonis helped set up volunteer Ed Fitzgerald and me 
so we could index these and other records into the Filemaker database the club uses to keep track of its 
archives. We transferred several boxes of material that had come to me to the GMC archives for safe 
storage. It’s a good start, but it's likely there are more records to preserve. If you happen to have 
meaningful Burlington Section records, please let me know at ted@ted-albers.net 
 
Welcome to Clare Innis, our new Communications & Marketing chair! 
This important member of the Executive Committee maintains the GMC Burlington Section’s social 
media presence, including Facebook and Instagram pages. She will also coordinate other 
communications and marketing, such as staying in touch with the main club to learn about new GMC 
publications, keeping the Burlington Section webmaster informed about new information to publish 
online, creating posters for Section events, coming up with ideas and articles for Ridge Lines or The 
Long Trail News or thinking of new ways to communicate with our members. We look forward to working 
with Clare, as she pours her experience into supporting the efforts of the Green Mountain Club to foster 
fandom for the trails that squiggle through our state.   

 
Clare has spent her life reveling in nature on foot, 
on wheels, afloat, and even aloft (if you include 
paragliding and bungee jumping!). Her career in 
communications and marketing spans three 
decades, including creating an enthusiastic 
community of ukulele players.  
Clare Innes grew up next to the town forest in 
Wilton, Connecticut, where she found solace and 
bliss, an outlet for her soaring curiosity, and a 
jungle gym beyond compare. She learned much 
about caring for her plant and animal companions 
and maintaining her own little trails. Through the 
years, she has gone on many backpacking and 
camping trips and countless day hikes throughout 
the U.S. and abroad.  
Her communications and marketing experience 
includes freelance writing, such as in Yankee 
Magazine, Boston Globe, and Lonely Planet 
guidebooks.  For 11 years, she was Marketing 
Coordinator for the Chittenden Solid Waste 
District, which involved fomenting enthusiasm for 
waste-reduction practices.  She has extensive 
desktop publishing experience, including design, 
production, and printing expertise.  Post-CSWD, 
she worked for a year at a local marketing firm in 
Burlington, where she learned valuable social 
media skills.  Presently, she is working part-time 
at REI. The job is flexible enough to work around 
her ukulele classes and performances, while 
keeping her boots firmly planted in outdoor 
adventuring.  

 



 
Burlington Section of the Green Mountain Club 

2021 Executive Committee 
Officers 
President – Jonathan Breen 
Vice president – Nancy McClellan 
Secretary – Mary Keenan 
Treasurer – Steve Titcomb 
 
Standing Committee Chairs and Co-Chairs 
Membership – Dot Myer 
Ridge Lines – Maeve Kim 
Shelters – Dana Baron 
Annual meeting – Brian & Janette Williams 
 

 
Marketing & Communications – Clare Innes 
Education – Toben Galvin 
Special Programs & Taylor Series – Toben Galvin 
Section Historians – Dot Myer & Ted Albers 
Outings – David Hathaway 
Young Adventurer’s Club – vacant 
Trails – John Sharp & Paul Beliveau 
Website – David Hathaway 
Director – Michelle Connor (3 year term expires 
2022) 
 

  

 

OPENING ON EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
We are looking for an energetic and creative person to take over the Young Adventurer’s Club. 
The YAC is an important and vital part of our club, a way to get youngsters involved in nature at 
an early age and build future caretakers of our wonderful state. 
The YAC chair organizes and hosts outings designed to provide families and their youngest 
hikers a way to get out and explore the woods at a comfortable, playful pace. The goal is to 
encourage and promote children’s enthusiasm for playing in Vermont’s outdoor spaces. If you’re 
interested, please contact Jonathan Breen at jonathan.h.breen@gmail.com 
 

 

Cartoon by Rachel Lindsay (and a drawing of something we’ve ALL seen along the trails!) 

 



 
 

We are sad to report that Herm Hoffman died recently. Herm was an avid outdoorsman and a long-
time member of the Green Mountain Club. He enjoyed hiking, biking and skiing, and hiked all 46 of 
the Adirondacks High Peaks. He made pen and ink drawings of things he saw on his outdoors 
adventures, and was the artist who did the drawing of Taft Lodge that’s on the front page of Ridge 
Lines. Others of Herm’s lively sketches can be found in some of the shelters along Vermont trails. 

Note from Maeve: I met Herm only once, when he offered to give me an envelope of sketches that I 
could use in Ridge Lines whenever I wanted. We agreed to meet for breakfast at The Spanked 
Puppy in Colchester. I don’t remember what I ate at all; I was too blown away by the “little drawings” 
Herm handed me. I thought until recently that they were all his own work, but several are marked E. 
James. Those that aren’t signed are, I believe, Herm’s. Here are several iconic illustrations of flora, 
fauna, hikers and paddlers in Vermont’s wonderful outdoors.   – continued on next page -  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
If anyone knows who E. James is, please let me know: maevulus at surfglobal.net 
 

 



Hiking in Vermont’s Fifth Season  
After a long winter, we’re all eager to get out hiking again – but wet and muddy trails aren’t ready 
for us! Stepping on saturated soil can cause irreversible damage, and if we step off the trail to 
avoid the mud, we encourage erosion by creating trenches for run-off.  
The State of Vermont closes hiking trails on state land (including the trails on Mt. Mansfield and 
Camels Hump) from mid-April to Memorial Day. The state also joins with the Green Mountain 
Club, Green Mountain National Forest, and Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and 
Recreation in urging responsible use of all of Vermont’s hiking trails between sugaring season 
and Memorial Day.  
Give our hiking trails a chance to dry out. They’ll need less maintenance and will be safer 
and more enjoyable all summer and fall. Here are some tips: 
Stay off Vermont’s sensitive summits. The delicate and rare tundra plants at the summits are 
easily crushed or ripped out of the earth by the combination of boots and water. 
Walk through the mud. Don’t walk around it. If a trail is so muddy that you have to walk on 
neighboring vegetation, turn back and find a different place to hike. 
Plan lower-elevation hikes. A trail may be dry at the trailhead but very muddy higher up. Spring 
is a great time to walk in lakeside parks or hike on dirt roads, rail trails and recreation paths.  
Some Places to Hike During Mud Season 
Spring is a great time to explore parks, dirt roads, rail trails and rec paths. Here are some close 
to Burlington: 

! Red Rocks in South Burlington  
! Shelburne Bay Park on Bay Road  
! LaPlatte River Marsh Natural Area and the Ti-Haul Trail 
! The Winooski Valley Park District manages many scenic outdoor locations in the greater 

Burlington area, including the Ethan Allen Homestead, Colchester Pond, Woodside 
Natural Area and more.  

! The Burlington Bike Path 
! Charlotte Park and Wildlife Refuge  
! Mud Pond Conservation Area and Mud Pond Country Park in Williston  
! Champlain Causeway (AKA Colchester Causeway) 
! Mills Riverside Park, Mobbs Farm, and Kikas Farm in Jericho  
! Preston Pond in Bolton/Jericho  (info at https://www.alltrails.com/us/vermont/jericho) 
! Wolf Run Natural Area in Jericho 

 
Dirt roads also offer great springtime walks and hikes – and the Jericho-
Underhill area has lots of dirt roads!  
In Underhill, park at Casey’s Hill and hike up hill to Underhill State Park. Or park at 
the bottom of Stevensville Road for a strenuous hike to trailhead parking.  
This site makes many suggestions about dirt roads Jericho: 
https://jerichovermont.blogspot.com/2020/11/jericho-roads-of-community-series-
links.html 
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