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W

elcome to the Summer
Issue of RidgeLines! I’m
sure we’re all breathing a
huge sigh of relief that
one of the worst mud seasons in
decades is now behind us, and we
can look forward to getting back out on the trail!
First of all, a huge shout-out and heartfelt thank
you! to all the wonderful volunteers who showed up
to help with trail work this spring.
The weather was capricious, veering from
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make it this time, please consider joining the team
next year to help keep the trails clear and wellmaintained for the bene t of us all.
Tess Stimson

DON’T MISS!!
GMC@LakeMonstersBaseball
Sun. July 7/24 (5p.m. game)
All are invited to join the Green Mountain Club
for Lake Monsters Baseball on July 24 at Centennial
Field in Burlington.
The Lake Monsters are the reigning Futures
Collegiate Baseball League championship team.
Enjoy some of the newer Centennial
Field amenities such as wood red pizza and craft
beers.
The GMC will also be the bene ciaries of a
50-50 ra e that afternoon.
We recommend you park at UVM’s Gutterson
Field parking lot and take the shuttle — which runs
during the entire game — to the stadium.
Looking forward to seeing you at the park!

Volunteer David McColgin admires the chainsaw work of
Ted Albers on the Nebraska Notch trail.

stultifying, buggy heat to torrential downpours, but
the GMC volunteers cut brush, clipped branches,
and wielded chainsaws with energy and unwavering
enthusiasm.
Thanks to their e orts, many trails were cleared
of blowdowns and overgrowth so that the rest of us
can enjoy unimpeded access all year.
Aside from the glow of performing good deeds,
all volunteers who show up twice or more receive a
fabulous and free GMC t-shirt. If you were unable to
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easement violations, coordinates sustainable forest
management practices on property owned by the
Club, manages GIS database and mapping, pays
property taxes, and works closely with state and
federal land managers.
The Conservation Program also reviews
development proposals a ecting the trail such as
ski area expansion, wind energy and
telecommunications projects.
GMC volunteer Ted Albers, Dave Hathaway — a
magician with the GPS and maps — and later Don

A Conservation Success Story
By Mollie Klepack Flanigan and Ted Albers

S

haring success stories about land stewardship
is often challenging, because it’s frequently a
chronicle of what doesn’t happen on
conserved lands — thanks to a well-maintained
boundary or strong neighbor relations — rather than
a story of what does. But now and again, we get to
see our conservation activism in action and witness
the real world impact it can have.
Back in July 2011, a parcel of 177 acres north of
Route 2 and east of Bolton Notch Road was
conserved when it was purchased by the State of
Vermont and the GMC placed a conservation
easement for the Long Trail on it. Four years later,
the acquisition of this parcel, along with several
others, provided a continuous pathway for the
newly relocated Long Trail north of the new
Winooski bridge.
The 177-acre tract contains a hardwood forest,
rock outcrops, and small streams. Oak and beech
trees provide good food for wildlife, including black
bear. While parts of the borders of these parcels are
inaccessible due to rock outcrops and water, the
Long Trail follows a carefully laid out path through
these obstacles.

Mollie Flanigan nds a property marker

Whitman (who conveniently lives near the parcel),
responded to Mollie’s request and have been
monitoring the Bolton parcel for several years.
In 2021 Ted, David and Don were scouting the
poorly marked boundary and noticed some
mountain biking activity. This was reported to GMC
sta who made a site visit to repaint the boundary
and document the extent of biking activity and then
forwarded the info to the State Department of
Forests, Parks and Recreation (FPR). FPR went out
to post No Biking signs along the boundary.
A few days later the neighboring landowner
called FPR and said that he was planning on
building a yurt and was surprised to see the
boundary marked where it was. He had a dozer and
excavator on-site to clear the building area in the
next couple of days. FPR sta went out to meet
with him and they found the boundary together,
clearing up the confusion about where the yurt
could be constructed.
Thanks to GMC and FPR’s stewardship e orts
the clearing of trees and construction of a yurt on
conserved land was averted.

Violation

I

n 2016, Mollie Klepack Flanigan, Director of Land
Conservation, posted a request for a volunteer to
assume ‘corridor monitoring’ responsibility for this
new GMC property. Corridor monitoring is the
regular, systematic inspection of GMC-protected
lands for the purpose of preventing and protecting
trail corridor lands from encroachment and
violation.
Corridor monitors are assigned a parcel to
monitor at least twice a year and maintain the
boundary of their parcel by repainting blazes,
hanging signs, and clearing brush. Monitors also
look for and report illegal encroachments,
stewardship needs, and visitor use patterns.
This monitoring is central to the GMC’s Land
Conservation Program as the GMC has found that
acquiring land and easements is only the rst step
in protecting the Long Trail and Appalachian Trail.
More broadly, the GMC Land Conservation Program
maintains property boundaries, responds to
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Introducing Your New Executive Members!

Secretary — Oliver Pierson

T

O

his year marks many changes for committee
Chairs and one O cer role. Members
deciding to step down this year include Mary
Keenan, Dot Myers, Maeve Kim, John Sharp, Clare
Innes and David Tobin.
Dave Hathaway will be passing on the torch of
the Website role in order to focus on Outings and
his work at the main club. This year also marks the
end of Michelle Goodell’s three-year term as our
Section’s representative on the GMC’s Board of
Directors.
But we are very fortunate to have new members
stepping into their roles.
Earlier this year, Michael Dillion was appointed
by the Executive Committee to the Young
Adventurers Club Chair.
Below are the biographies of the new executive
committee members.

liver lives in South
Burlington with his
wife Julie and their
children Zachary, 11, and
Coco, seven.
They moved to Vermont
in 2019 after many years
living overseas, and Oliver
joined the Green Mountain
Club in 2020. He is originally
from New Hampshire and his
wife is from Montreal, but
they began spending
signi cant amounts of time in Vermont in 2008, and
their daughter was born here in 2014.
Oliver was born across the Connecticut River,
but his grandmother was a native Vermonter and
her family owned the Ely Copper Mine in Vershire
(Orange County).
He currently works for the Vermont Department
of Environmental Conservation, where he manages
the state’s Lakes and Ponds Management and
Protection Program. His wife does public health
research at UVM.
They are thrilled to be in their third year in
Vermont and enjoy Bolton Valley in the winter and
camping near Vermont’s lakes, ponds, rivers, and
mountains in the summer.
In his spare time, Oliver also enjoys playing
music, coaching youth sports, and brewing beer.
Oliver has a strong connection with the
Appalachian Mountains and has thru-hiked the
Appalachian Trail, worked for the Appalachian
Mountain Club as a backcountry shelter caretaker
and a hut crew member in the White Mountains,
and served as a volunteer trial maintainer in the
Shenandoah National Park for the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club.
He has also hiked most of the Long Trail and the
majority of New England’s four thousand footers (he
has a few left in Maine).
These days, he really enjoys hanging out with
the family in Vermont’s woods, mountains, and
waters as much as possible, on foot, bikes, skis, or
in small boats, and a great weekend is one where
they manage to get out into the backcountry
overnight.
He volunteered for the GMC Burlington Section
Secretary role as he wanted to give back to the

Director - Susan Tobin

S

usan moved to
Vermont in early
2020 from Brooklyn,
NY, and recently settled in
Charlotte next to Mt. Philo
State Park. Although a
recent Vermont resident,
she has regularly visited
the state for the past 35+
years.
Growing up on a farm
in Missouri, she loves the
outdoors and Vermont is
the perfect venue for
outdoor activities. An
avid fan of hiking and snowshoeing, she joined
hikes with the Green Mountain Club on her regular
visits to the state.
Susan retired in 2019 after a long career in the
mortgage business, primarily focused on risk
management and technology.
Susan’s education includes a B.S. in
mathematics and Masters in public policy analysis.
She looks forward to more involvement with the
Green Mountain Club.
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GMC, learn how the club operates, and meet other
Vermonters who are passionate about outdoor
recreation, land conservation, increasing access to
public lands, and ensuring Vermont’s public spaces
are managed sustainably amidst growing pressures
from increased use and climate change.
He has served as a Secretary for other
recreation-related clubs, enjoys writing and sharing
information in a transparent and concise manner,
and looks forward to supporting the GMC
Burlington Section and serving as Club Secretary.

Northeast 111 (4,000 ft peaks), and the New
England Highest 100.
A quote from his 2017 Long Trail thru-hike trip
report was captured on the GMC website and sums
up his feelings well:
“After hiking an estimated 1500+ miles on the
Long Trail system and spending many hours helping
to maintain it, I feel that the Long Trail is deeply
interwoven into my soul. Somehow, I am a part of it
and it is a part of me. It is wild and beautiful. I have
hiked it with those I love most in life – my Dad, wife,
sons, dogs, and many good friends. My
experiences on the trail will be treasured memories
for the rest of my life. I love the Long Trail dearly and
am not ready to be done hiking it yet. Hopefully,
there will be many more good memories to come.”

Marketing & Communications —
Barbee Hauzinger

B

arbee
Hauzinger is a
photographer
who has been living
in Burlington, VT for
the past 13 years,
where she has found
solace and
adventure in the
Green Mountains.
She has volunteered
time on the VLTP
along the southern
sections on the Long
Trail and completed her section hike of the Long
Trail in 2021.
She has a strong passion for LNT policies,
wilderness education and conservation, and getting
outside for physical and mental health.
Her hopes as the Marketing and
Communications chair include exposing the
community to the o erings of the section, educating
hikers about hiking safety, engaging with peers and
younger hikers to encourage them to participate in
GMC events and memberships, and to share the
beauty and magic of the Green Mountains.

All those great experiences through the years
prompted Scott’s interest in helping to maintain the
trails and giving something back for other hikers.
Since 2014, he has regularly participated in
most of the spring trail clearing hikes for the
Burlington section. With the opening of the
Winooski River Bridge in 2015, he also became the
trail adopter for a section of the relocated Long Trail
between the Duck
Brook Trail and The
VAST 2 crossing near
Stimson Mountain.
Scott has served
on the Board of
Directors of the Dorset
Park Skating
Association (the group
that built and operates
South Burlington’s
Cairns Arena ice rink)
since 1995 and has
been a regular Red
Cross platelet & plasma donor for the last 40 years.
Other than hiking, his hobbies include playing
hockey, skiing, doing home improvement projects
and brewing beer.
Scott is an Engineering Manager at
GLOBALFOUNDRIES and holds degrees in
Mechanical Engineering from the University of
Vermont and an MBA from Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute. He lives in Williston with his wife Jeanne.
They are the proud parents of two adult sons, Ben
and Mark.

Trails Co-Chair — Scott Albertson

S

cott was raised in Burlington and rst started
hiking when he was a Boy Scout. He quickly
developed a passion for it and has since
completed the Long Trail End to End four times, and
Side to Side once. He’s also hiked the John Muir
Trail, Appalachian Trail, Northville-Placid Trail, the
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people with whom she can enjoy all that Vermont
has to o er.
Becoming an active member of the club, and
working to encourage others to take advantage of
opportunities provided by the GMC, is a natural
extension of her feeling so fortunate to call Northern
VT her home.

Education & Taylor Series —
Mark Ho man

M

ark is
currently a
partially
retired family
physician. He
started hiking as a
child, rst with his
father, and then with
the Boy Scouts.
He used to come up
to the Green
Mountains and White Mountains from Long Island,
and his rst long distance hike was at the age of 17
in the White Mountains.
Mark raised his family in Vermont, and has four
grandchildren who also live here.
Mark has hiked throughout the US and Canada,
and has also been involved in backcountry
medicine. This summer he hopes to hike the
Colorado trail.
He enjoys spending his time working with
Vermont adaptive, and he’s looking forward to
working with the Green Mountain Club in presenting
speakers from whom the members would like to
hear.

ASK SHAZEN!
John Sharp &
Phil Hazen have
over a century
of hiking
experience
between them!
Email your
questions to
RidgeLines@
gmcburlington.org

Q: 'I'm a moderate hiker who hates summer
crowds! I'd like to hike some lesser-known trails
in Vermont this summer. What would you
recommend?’
A: We would suggest the Beaver Meadow Trail
to Sterling (also called Whiteface) in the north of
Vermont. It’s a 5.4-mile loop trail near Morrisville,
generally considered a moderately challenging
route, and takes about two-and-a-half hours to
complete.
In the middle of the state we’d recommend Mt
Wilson and/or Breadloaf via the Emily Proctor trail,
especially if you’re looking for something a little
longer. It’s just over ten miles out and back and
takes a little more than ve hours.
The Sherburne Pass Trail to Pico Peak from
Route 4 also works. It’s a 6 mile out-and-back trail
near Killington that takes an average of three hours
and a quarter to complete.
Remember to stay hydrated when you hike in
the summer — sports drinks like Gatorade will help
replenish lost carbs and electrolytes better than
water.

Membership — Ellen Cohen

W

hile Ellen was born
and raised in the
NYC-metropolitan
area, where she spent
much of her adult life, she
feels that living in Vermont
has always been in her
heart and soul.
She and her husband had a
shared passion for the
outdoors (XC skiing, biking,
hiking, etc.), and it was a
natural decision to
ultimately make Burlington
their primary residence several years ago.
Sadly, soon after making the transition up here,
her husband became ill and passed away.
Ellen is now a full-time Vermonter, and is
extremely grateful to have organizations like the
GMC to enable her to connect with likeminded
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Website — John Need

Rock Mountain, and return. Di cult hike. 5.2 miles. 2010'
elevation gain. Jill George, jillghiker@gmail.com.

J

ohn is a resident of Fairfax
and is a mobile and web
application developer. A
life-long hiker, he’s also a selfdescribed “computer nerd,
gravel bike enthusiast, and
travel nut”.

7/16 (Sat) Algonquin & Wright, ADKs. We will meet
at Adirondack Loj and connect up to the Algonquin Trail
for an out-and-back. Parking at the Loj is $7 for ADK
members, $15 for non members. Algonquin is the
second-tallest mountain in NY State and a ords
exceptional views on a clear day, particularly to Mt.
Colden. Di cult hike. 10 miles. 3800' elevation gain.
Chris Luczynski, frogged@gmail.com.
7/23 (Sat) Duck Brook Trail. By spotting a car or
two, we will hike down the old Long Trail starting on
Bolton Notch Road, past Duck Brook Shelter (3.3 miles)
to Stage Road (1.2 miles.) We will stop at the falls on
Duck Brook which is pretty even if conditions are
somewhat dry. Note this is a downhill walk that is steep
in a few sections which can be a challenge. Moderate
hike. Moderate pace. 4.5 miles. 800' elevation gain. Ted
Albers, ted@ted-albers.net.

Upcoming Hikes SUMMER 2022
JULY

7/2 (Sat) Camel’s Hump via Bamforth Ridge. We'll
spot a car at the Monroe trailhead at the Couching Lion
7/30 (Sat) Gothics & Pyramid, ADKs. We will park
Farm site in Duxbury, then
at the Au Sable Club and
start from the trailhead by
hike Lake Road to the
the Winooski River and
AW Weld Trail to ascend
follow the Long Trail to
Help Save the GMC Money!
Pyramid and Gothics
the summit of Camel’s
before descending via the
Hump. We'll then follow
Beaver Meadow Trail.
Printing and postage for RidgeLines swallows
Monroe Trail back to the
Gothics a ords one of
spotted car. Or if we're all
nearly two-thirds of our annual budget.
the best views in the
feeling energetic, we
Please consider saving us money and
Adirondacks on a clear
might take the Long Trail
day due to its central
preventing paper waste by signing up to
south to the Dean Trail,
location in the Great
and follow it and Monroe
receive RidgeLines via email:
Range. I will need to talk
trail back to the car.
gmc@gmcburlington.org.
to all planned hikers a
Di cult hike. Moderate
few weeks before the trip
pace. 9.6 to 10.5 miles.
to plan for scheduling
3700' elevation gain.
parking via mandatory
Group limit 10. Contact
reservation system (there
leader by 6/30. David
is no associated cost, but reservations ll up quickly and
Hathaway, 802-899-9982 or
can be booked 2 weeks out). Di cult hike. 12.3 miles.
david.hathaway.78@gmail.com.
3800' elevation gain. Chris Luczynski,
frogged@gmail.com.
7/9 (Sat) Devil's Gulch & Spruce Camp. We will
hike the Long Trail south from Vt 118 to Devil’s Gulch and
7/31 (Sun) Prospect Rock. From Rt 15 we'll follow
on to Spruce Ledge Camp. On the return trip we'll take
the Long Trail north, crossing the Lamoille River and then
the Babcock Trail past Muddy Pond. Moderate hike.
continuing up to take in the views from Prospect Rock.
Moderate pace. 6.5 miles. 500' elevation gain. Group
Easy hike. Relaxed pace. 3 miles. 550' elevation gain.
limit 12. Jonathan Breen, ghostman2651@gmail.com or
Group limit 10. Contact leader by 8/11. David Hathaway,
802-318-8104.
david.hathaway.78@gmail.com or 802-899-9982.
7/10 (Sun) Burnt Rock via Hedgehog Brook Trail.
We'll follow the Hedgehog Brook Trail to the Long Trail,
then take the Long Trail north to the summit of Burnt
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AUGUST

leader by 9/2. David Hathaway, 802-899-9982 or
david.hathaway.78@gmail.com.

8/7 (Sun) Duxbury Window. This short Long Trail
hike starts at the trailhead on Duxbury Road near the
Winooski River at the lowest point on the LT. The trail
follows Bamforth Ridge, one of the anks of Camel’s
Hump, for about 1.6 miles (one way, gradually up – no
rocky scrambles). This is not a summit hike, but the
woods in this forest are wonderful and you will be
rewarded with a northeast view along the Winooski valley
through a cutout. Easy hike. 3.2 miles. 950' elevation
gain. Jonathan Breen, 802-318-8104 or
ghostman2651@gmail.com.

9/17 (Sat) Mt. Gar eld, NH. We will hike Mt Gar eld
via the Mt. Gar eld Trail in Bethlehem, NH. On a clear
day there are excellent views into the Pemigewasset
Wilderness. Moderate hike by White Mountain standards,
but long distance. Only the last quarter mile is di cult.
$5.00 parking fee to USFS at lot. 7 a.m. start at trailhead
(So early departure!). Di cult hike. 10 miles. 3000'
elevation gain. Chris Luczynski, frogged@gmail.com.
9/24 (Sat) Belvidere. From Eden crossing on Rt 118
we'll follow the Long Trail north to the summit of
Belvidere Mt., whose re tower o ers views south to Mt
Mans eld and north to Jay Peak. Moderate hike.
Moderate to di cult pace. 5.2 miles. 2250' elevation
gain. Group limit 10. Contact leader by 9/22. David
Hathaway, david.hathaway.78@gmail.com or
802-899-9982.

8/13 (Sat) Mans eld Ridge. From Underhill State
Park we'll follow the CCC road to its end and then climb
Maple Ridge Trail to the Forehead. We'll then follow the
Long Trail north along the Mans eld Ridge to the Chin
(the summit), and return along the Sunset Ridge Trail.
Di cult hike. Moderate pace. 9 miles. 2600’ elevation
gain. Group limit 10. Contact leader by 8/11. David
Hathaway, 802-899-9982, david.hathaway.78@gmail.com.
8/20 (Sat) Lamoille Valley Rail Trail bicycle. This
will be about a two hour bike ride starting in Johnson
(mile 56.2 on the rail trail) to Morrisville (mile 48.4) and
back with an important lunch stop at Lost Nation
Brewing on Old Creamery Road in Morrisville. About 13
miles total. Easy grades, moderate bicycle pace. Ted
Albers, ted@ted-albers.net.

9/25 (Sun) Mount Mans eld. Hike to the Chin of Mt
Mans eld from Smugglers Notch passing Taft Lodge.
Some exposed sections near the summit. Descend via
Profanity trail and passing by Taft Lodge. Di cult hike.
Moderate pace. 5.8 miles. 2800' elevation gain. Group
limit 12. Jonathan Breen, ghostman2651@gmail.com or
802-318-8104.

Burlington Section of the Green Mountain Club
2022 Executive Committee
O cers

8/27 (Sat) Mans eld Forehead. Hike to the
Forehead via Butler Lodge and Long Trail, returning on
Maple Ridge and Frost. Has short sections of exposed
and/or steep trail, and a couple ladders. Di cult hike.
Moderate pace. 6 miles. 2500' elevation gain. Group limit
12. Jonathan Breen, ghostman2651@gmail.com or
802-318-8104.

President – Jonathan Breen
Vice President – Nancy McClellan
Secretary – Oliver Pierson
Treasurer – Steve Titcomb

Standing Committee Chairs and Co-Chairs

8/28 (Sun) Camels Hump Loop. From the Monroe
trailhead at the Couching Lion farm site in Duxbury, we’ll
follow the Monroe and Dean trails to the Long Trail, then
take the Long Trail to the summit of Camel’s Hump, and
return on the Monroe Trail. Di cult hike. 7.4 miles. 2700'
elevation gain. Dean Wiederin, 802-233-1398 or
deanwiederin8@gmail.com.

Membership – Ellen Cohen
RidgeLines – Tess Stimson
Shelters – Dana Baron
Annual Meeting – Brian & Janette Williams
Marketing & Communications – Barbee Hauzinger
Education & Taylor Series – Mark Ho man
Section Historian – Ted Albers
Outings – David Hathaway
Young Adventurers Club – Michael Dillion
Trails – Paul Beliveau & Scott Albertson
Website – John Need
Director – Susan Tobin (3 year term expiring 2025)

SEPTEMBER
9/4 (Sun) Cantilever Rock. From the Underhill State
Park we'll head up the Sunset Ridge Trail and take the
spur to Cantilever Rock. Easy hike. Leisurely pace. 4
miles. 1200' elevation gain. Group limit 10. Contact
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